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the essays in this volume offer a groundbreaking comparative analysis of religious education
and state  policies  towards  religious  education  in  seven different  countries  and in  the
european union as a whole they pose a crucial question can religious education contribute
to  a  shared  public  sphere  and  foster  solidarity  across  different  ethnic  and  religious
communities in many traditional societies and even in what are largely secular european
societies our place in creation the meaning of good and evil and the definition of the good
life virtue and moral action are all primarily addressed in religious terms it is in fact hard to
come to grips with these issues without recourse to religious language traditions and frames
of reference yet religious languages and identities divide as much as unite and provide a
site of contestation and strife as much as a sense of peace and belonging not surprisingly
different countries approach religious education in dramatically different ways religious
education and the challenge of pluralism addresses a pervasive problem how can religious
education provide a  framework of  meaning replete  with  its  language of  inclusion and
community without at the same time drawing borders and so excluding certain individuals
and communities from its terms of collective membership and belonging the authors offer in
depth analysis of such pluralistic countries as bulgaria israel malaysia and turkey as well as
cyprus a  country  split  along lines  of  ethno religious  difference they also  examine the
connection between religious education and the terms of citizenship in the eu france and
the  usa  illuminating  the  challenges  of  educating  our  citizenry  in  an  age  of  religious
resurgence and global politics

this book provides a unified account of the connection between justice and the good life it
argues that  the virtues of  character require institutions while  good institutions enable
persons to live together virtuously although virtue ethics and political philosophy are rich
and sophisticated philosophical  traditions there has been an unfortunate divergence in
theory and practice between the virtues of character and the virtues of institutions this book
has two primary purposes first it reorients political philosophy around the concept of the
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good life to do so the author addresses the problem of political authority from a virtue ethics
perspective he also considers whether a political theory oriented around the good life is
compatible  with  rawls  s  notion  of  reasonable  pluralism second  the  book  explains  the
relationship between the virtues of institutions and the virtues of character the author
shows how institutions support the development and exercise of the virtues of character
while examining specific other regarding virtues such as justice and friendship the authority
of virtue will appeal to scholars and advanced students working in virtue ethics social and
political philosophy ancient philosophy and political theory
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